Continued competency--a responsibility of the profession.
For the past decade the Continued Competency Committee of the American Association of Dental Examiners has explored issues in continued competency for the dental profession. The efforts have focused on creating policy and standards which must be met by any continued competency assessment mechanisms. Nine potential systems are under review. Some, such as examination for diplomate status in a recognized dental specialty are already in place. The development and pilot testing of four new mechanisms--simulations, continuing education with measurable outcomes, case presentation, and in-office audit--is being encouraged.